Vol. XXVII No. I
Spring 2013

Official Magazine of Washington State Bowhunters

INSIDE THIS ISSUE:

Bowhunters Education	�������������7

Blacktail Article	������������������������6

Rendezvous 2013................... 8-9

Working to ensure the future of bowhunting

www.WSBowhunters.org

WSB Directors

WSB Founders
Chuck Bartlett
Gerald Egbert
Al Rinaldi, Jr.

West Side Directors

Officers & Committees
President

Shawn McCully

116014 NE 2nd St.
Bellevue, WA 98008
(425) 210-6091
shawn@jacobsonlegal.com

1)

Steve Link 		
(206) 546-0885		

18230 Ridgefield Rd. NW, Shoreline WA 98177
E-mail: stevenlink1@comcast.net

2)

Pat Newsome		
(360) 479-1460		

2733 Marine Drive, Bremerton, WA 98312
E-mail: gpatnew@msn.com

3)

Jason Oelrich		
(425) 281-7049		

1420 NW Gilman Blvd, Ste #2-2145, Issaquah, WA 98027
E-mail: jason.oelrich@gmail.com

4)
David Branham
			

Vice President
Todd Johnson

East Side Directors

(509) 758-6562
2780 Scenic Hills Dr
Clarkston, WA 99403
toddr96@yahoo.com

Treasurer
Kim Pignotti

(253) 841-3820
12116 - 125th St. Ct. East
Puyallup, WA 98374
jkpig@msn.com

Pat Newsome

(360) 479-1460
2733 Marine Drive
Bremerton, WA 98312
gpatnew@hotmail.com

Editor
David Hell

Big Game Record Chairman
Greg McTee

(425) 485-1612
13711 Lost Lake Rd,
Snohomish, WA 98290

Membership / Public Relations
Alan Baker

1)

Al Rinaldi, Jr.		
(206) 617-1491		

180 Bull Elk Road, Cle Elum, WA 98922
E-mail: albertrinaldi@hotmail.com

2)

Shawn McCully
(425) 210-6091		

116014 NE 2nd St, Bellevue, WA 98008
E-mail: shawn@jacobsonlegal.com

3)

Todd Johnson
(509) 758-6562		

2780 Scenic Hills Dr, Clarkston, WA 99403
E-mail: toddr96@yahoo.com

1)

Robert Burdick, M.D.
(206) 329-5948		

2201 39th Ave. East, Seattle WA 98112
E-mail: reburdick@comcast.net

2)

Alan Baker		
(253) 884-1116		

13809 168th Ave. KNP, Gig Harbor, WA 98329
E-mail: longbow@centurytel.net

3)

John Pignotti		
(253) 841-3820		

12116 - 125th St. Ct. East, Puyallup, WA 98374		
E-mail: jkpig@msn.com

4)

Ron Chase		
(425) 931-6784		

507 Eagle View Dr, Granite Falls, WA 98252		
E-mail: chasecoach@yahoo.com

At-Large Directors

Webmaster / Secretary

(206) 817-7721
9204 32nd St SE
Lake Stevens, WA 98258
hellranch@comcast.net

1611 Harts Lake Loop Rd S, Roy, WA 98580
E-mail: branhams3@fairpoint.net

Washington State Bowhunters is a nonprofit organization established to promote
bowhunting opportunity and improve
archery seasons in Washington State;
support bowhunting education and high
ethical standards; promote conservation
and the science of wildlife management;
and foster fellowship among bowhunters.
WSB was incorporated in December 1976.

(253) 884-1116
13809 168th Ave. KNP
Gig Harbor, WA 98329
longbow@centurytel.net

The Washington Bowhunter is published
four times yearly by the Washington

Bowhunter Education Chairman

Past Presidents

Rick Reimann

John Pignotti · Steve Link · Jack George
Rick Liebel · Cookie Callahan · Paul Leeberg
Roger Peffer · Jon Akers · Mitch Hicks
Rob Allen · Jay St. Charles · Rick Toot
Chuck Bartlett · Gerald Egbert
Dick Holmer · Robin Trenbeath

(253) 862-9102
8514 240th Ave East
Buckley, WA 98321
reimann@gte.net

Standing Committees

Banquet & Auction • Bowhunter Ed.
Budget • Conservation
Disabled Bowhunter’s Opportunity
Editorial • Legislative • Membership
Nominations • Records • Rendezvous

Page 2 | The Washington Bowhunter | Spring 2013

Cover Photo
Jon Timmer

State Bowhunters. Manuscripts, letters
and photographs are welcomed and
encouraged, with the understanding that
the Editor cannot be responsible for loss or
damage. Submissions are due one month
before publication.
Contributions will be held by the Editor
for a short time and will be returned if
you provide a self-addressed and stamped
envelope. “Success” photographs will be
kept and entered into our WSB Photo Album
for display at future gatherings.
All submissions are subject to editing
and will be published at the discretion
of the Board of Directors and the Editor.
All materials published herein are the
opinions of the author. The Washington
State Bowhunters assume no responsibility
for the opinions expressed herein.
Please send your newsletter contributions
to the WSB Editor, David Hell: 9204 32nd
St SE, Lake Stevens, WA 98258; E-mail:
hellranch@comcast.net; Phone: (206) 817-7721.

President’s Message

W

by Shawn McCully

e are in a time of
transition here at the
WSB. Recently we
transitioned from 6 issues a year
to 4 issues a year in an attempt to
keep our printing costs low and the
membership price at $20/year. We
are attempting a transition from
the old way we did business, ie with no web presence and written
publications to a more modern
presence. This newer style of WSB
will include a fully functional
web site, forum, and membership
renewal and database controlled by
our website and software.
WSB members will be able to sign
up for and renew their memberships
on the site. We hope the website
will be able to auto-renew members
at the end of the membership. This will be better than
relying on constant and expensive mailings each year
to remind people to renew their membership. The
forum section will be your line of communication
to us. You can let us know of issues that effect you
and our members allowing us to respond and do
something about it. Newsletters will be offered
online as well. We will be phasing out actual printing
of a newsletter and publish a PDF version of our
newsletter to members that want to receive it that way.
We want to re-design the WSB as a more effective
organization that uses your funding more efficiently
and to our member’s benefit. New website address is
www.WSBowhunters.org and we expect it up
and functional within the next month.
We are at the end of the season setting process and
in general, we did not lose hunting opportunity in our
seasons. We were able to make changes to some elk
seasons to benefit our members and bow-hunters.

WANTED
YOUR WORDS AND
PIctures For

Our number one goal for next
season is to push the WDFW to hard
set our elk season from September
8-21. My personal goal is to stop
fighting hard to get back seasons
that we lose, and start fighting for
additional seasons and opportunity
for bowhunters. Since I’ve been
a member of the WSB, it seems
we are continually fighting the
WDFW to not take our seasons and
opportunity or trying to get back
lost opportunity. We now need to
focus on getting new opportunity so
our units aren’t as crowded causing
conflict among bow-hunters.
At the recent WDFW
Commission meetings WSB
expressed approval for the lighted
nock. It’s been a long road and
everything that is going to be said
on this issue has been said. At the end of the day,
the vast majority of our membership supported an
exception to the general rule of no electronics on a
bow. We balanced that interest with all of our users
and issued support for the measure. The Commission
voted to approve the use of lighted nocks for the
upcoming season. This has been the most divisive
issue I’ve faced in my time at the WSB. I’m hoping
we can put this issue to rest and continue to focus on
seasons and opportunity.
We have our annual Rendezvous coming up on
July. I encourage those with families and kids to come
out. It’s a family friendly event and a great venue. We
have had good weather and a central location in Cle
Elum. We should have another 18 shot 3-D course with
challenging shots to modern and traditional archers.
Bring your camper, RV, or tent and BBQ with us or
share a beer while talking hunting stories.

At this time of the year, every bowhunter is optimistic about the
upcoming season. However, The Washington Bowhunter runs out of
photos from last season. If you were lucky enough to kill something
last year, please send a picture to the newsletter; e-mail Bowhunter
Editor David Hell at hellranch@comcast.net.
If you want to add some excitement to your photo, send your telephone
number and a member of our elite editorial committee can call you,
take notes on your interesting story, and make it a full feature in an
upcoming newsletter.
Have an opinion you’d like to share? Write a letter to the editor and tell
us about a topic that you have an interest in and would like to share.
www.WSBowhunters.org | The Washington Bowhunter | Page 3

GMAC Update

by Todd Johnson

T

he Game Management Advisory Council held its quarterly
meeting in Ellensburg on March 9th. Several different WDFW
employees were on hand to give updates on their respective areas
of responsibility, and Dave Ware, Wildlife Division Director, was
there to provide his overview on the various topics discussed. I was
there representing the Washington State Bowhunters, and there were
approximately 10-12 other groups with representatives present.
The first agenda item was of importance to nearly all hunters
throughout the state: an update on WDFW’s Hunter Access Program.
The department has listened intently to landowners across the state,
and they are attempting to create programs which the landowners
can feel comfortable in participating. There are four programs the
state has developed to help provide hunting access on private lands:
Feel Free To Hunt, Register To Hunt, Hunt By Written Permission,
Landowner Hunting Permits, and, the newest program, Hunt
By Reservation Only. In addition, the WDFW has worked with
landowners to get them to provide voluntary public access: for
instance, Whitman, Walla Walla, Columbia, and Garfield Counties
have 53 participating landowners with 53,000 acres under contract to
provide voluntary access.
The Feel Free To Hunt and Hunt By Written Permission programs
are the largest programs providing public hunting access with
approximately 300 landowners in each program and about 550,000
acres enrolled in each program. The Register To Hunt program
is lesser populated with 11 landowners and 20,000 acres enrolled
statewide. The Landowner Hunting Permit program is, mainly, the
special hunt permits which we see in the hunting regulation booklet
as drawings for public access.
The newcomer on the hunting access block from the state is
the Hunt By Reservation Only. The WDFW is currently in the
process of finishing the computer programming necessary to make
this program function. There are 55 landowners and 55,000 acres
under contract for this program, and the WDFW reported that the
landowners they are contacting are liking this program more than the
other options. We, as hunters, will eventually register for the program
(create an online account) with WDFW. Then we would select the
site on which we desire to reserve hunting rights. The 3-day blocks
of time would be available for us to choose from. The landowner will
have already negotiated with WDFW as far as the number of people
per block of time they want on their land and any blocks of time they
don’t want hunters able to reserve: i.e., when they want to have their
family hunting that property. The hunter will eventually see a map
showing property boundaries as well as any site-specific restrictions
that the hunter agrees to follow. The final step will be to print a
receipt/permission slip which the hunter is required to carry while on
that property.
One big advantage to this program is that the hunter no longer
will have to have a 1-on-1 meeting with the landowner, and the state
and landowner are both agreeing that there will be limited users
on that property during each block of time. One restriction that the
state puts on the lands enrolled under the Hunt By Reservation Only
program is that those properties are not available to outfitters or
guides to prevent them from monopolizing the better properties by
reserving all the blocks of time for their clients. A restriction the state
has put on us as hunters is that a person cannot reserve more than
three active reservations at one time, and there can be no pre-season
scouting of a property in the reservation system. The WDFW website,
under “Hunting Access”, has a system set up to enter your email
address to be notified when the program comes online.
Along those same lines, WDFW is very actively updating their
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“GoHunt” mapping site. They are making changes which should
make the getting the information out of the program that you actually
want and can use much easier. They are working toward having a
separate web page that you can pop up for every single property
offering sportsman access; this would give the property boundaries,
driving directions, and property uses and rules, for instance.
One thing the WDFW employees all agreed on is that they
were competing against the pay-for-access model that is becoming
more prevalent among larger landowners and private timber
companies. Maintaining good landowner relations in order to
keep hunter access available is one of the highest priorities of the
regional managers. However, Scott Harris of Region 6 (Olympic
Peninsula) reported that a group of two dozen volunteers have
been single-handedly responsible for keeping hundreds of
thousands of acres open to public access in his region by dedicated
focus on solving landowner problems: fixing gates, repairing offroad damage and garbage clean-up.
Dave Ware gave a presentation and took in many comments
regarding the True Spike Rule and reducing cow tags for the
Colockum Elk Herd. He showed that the herd has gone from well
below objectives to well above in regards to overall herd numbers. He
said they are trying to get a bull:cow ratio of between 12 and 20 bulls
per 100 cows but still only have a ratio between 5.5 and 7 bulls per
100 cows. He said the regulations on that herd have been very, very
restrictive and that he wants to be able to loosen the regulations again
in the future.
A presentation was made by Jerry Nelson, NE Region Biologist,
about the preliminary results of the 4-point rule in GMU’s 117
and 121. He showed that the number of hunters in those units had
declined, and specifically that the number of “locals” was rapidly
declining while the surrounding GMU’s were showing increasing or
stable hunter numbers. His data seems to show more and more bucks
each year and better herd health in 117 and 121 while the surrounding
units (105, 108, 111, 113) were showing declining numbers of deer
sightings. This data set comes from surveys, check stations and
harvest reporting data.
Dave Ware gave an update on wolf management and the status of
the wolf packs in the state. He said the number of wolves accounted
for had doubled in the last year, but that doubling likely came from
better survey techniques. He reported that the state spent a total of
$679,000 for wolf management in 2012 and is projecting to spend $1.15
million in 2013. Eastern Washington has met the goal for number of
breeding pairs required for delisting at the state level, but neither NW
Washington nor SE Washington have met the required four breeding
pairs goal to begin delisting. One point of note is that the state does
have the ability to deal with problem wolves in response to declining
ungulate numbers in an area. However, the herd must have declined
by 25% in one area over a sustained 2 year period, and then the state
will start researching the cause of the decline; in reality, the ungulate
herd would possibly be beyond recovery before the state could begin
removing wolves because of drops in herd numbers.
On July 1, 2013 the WDFW Hunter Education program will
move from the Enforcement Division to the Wildlife Division. Also,
the Wildlife Conflict Department will move from the Enforcement
Division to the Wildlife Division over an unknown period of time.
The next scheduled meeting will be June 8, 2013 in Ellensburg.
The primary topic of the meeting will be starting the process of
updating the Game Management Plan which identifies project plans
for local areas and herds and ties those projects to funding; the Game
Management Plan is what drives what the department actually does
and focuses on in their daily activities. The GMAC was asked to
begin thinking about what the various representatives want the state
focusing on while developing this plan.

WDFW News Release, February 15, 2013:

State’s wolf population nearly doubled last year, according to annual survey
OLYMPIA – The number of confirmed gray wolves and wolf
packs in the state nearly doubled during the past year, according
to an annual survey released today by the Washington
Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW).
Based on field reports and aerial monitoring, the 2012 survey
confirms the presence of at least 51 wolves in nine wolf packs
with a total of five successful breeding pairs. The previous
year’s survey documented 27 wolves, five wolf packs and three
breeding pairs.
A wolf pack is defined as two or more wolves traveling
together. A successful breeding pair is defined as an adult male
and female with at least two pups that survive until the end of
the calendar year.
“The survey shows that our state’s wolf population is
growing quickly,” said Nate Pamplin, WDFW wildlife program
director. “That growth appears to be the result of both natural
reproduction and the continuing in-migration of wolves from
Canada and neighboring states.”
Pamplin said the actual number of wolves in Washington
state is likely much higher than the number confirmed by
the survey, noting that field biologists currently suspect the
existence of two additional packs. In addition, lone wolves often
go uncounted and those that range into Washington but den in
other states are not included in WDFW’s survey, he said.
Considering those factors, and applying an estimate of the
average pack size in other western states, there could easily be as
many as 100 wolves in Washington, Pamplin said.
“The survey is the baseline we use to monitor wolves’
progress toward recovery,” he said. “While we’ve stepped
up our monitoring efforts significantly over the past year, we
recognize that it does not account for every wolf within our

state’s borders.”
One of the nine packs represented in the survey is the Wedge
pack, which now has two confirmed members in northeastern
Washington. Last summer, WDFW eliminated seven members
of the pack to end a series of attacks on an area rancher’s cattle
that left six calves dead and 10 other animals injured.
Pamplin said wildlife biologists do not know whether the
two wolves living near the Canadian border in Stevens County
are members of the original Wedge pack or whether they are
new arrivals from inside or outside the state.
“Either way, we were confident that wolves would repopulate
that area,” he said. “We really hope to prevent the kind of situation
we faced with the Wedge pack last summer by working with
ranchers to use non-lethal methods to protect their livestock.”
The gray wolf is currently listed by the state as an
endangered species throughout Washington and is federally
listed as endangered in the western two-thirds of the state. Once
common, wolves were essentially eliminated in most western
states during the past century because they preyed on livestock.
Under the state’s Wolf Conservation and Management Plan,
wolves can be removed from the state’s endangered species
list once 15 successful breeding pairs are documented for
three consecutive years among three designated wolf-recovery
regions. Four pairs are required in Eastern Washington, four
pairs in the North Cascades, four pairs in South Cascades/
Northwest Coast and three pairs in any recovery region.
More information on the state’s wolf packs and the 2012
survey is available at http://wdfw.wa.gov/conservation/gray_
wolf/packs/.
Reports of possible wolf sightings can be made to WDFW’s
wildlife reporting line by calling (877) 933-9847.

WDFW News Release, February 15, 2013:

State biologists will collect elk to research cause of hoof disease
OLYMPIA – State wildlife biologists plan to kill and collect
samples from elk calves in several locations to help determine
the cause of hoof disease in elk in southwest Washington.
Starting this month, up to five young elk will be taken from
industrial forestland in Pacific County for a comparative study
of elk from the Cowlitz River Basin, where the disease has
spread rapidly among elk since 2008.
The hoof disease results in broken, deformed hooves
and lameness that can hinder an elk’s ability to survive. The
Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) has
been working with specialists here and abroad to gain a better
understanding of what is causing the disease in southwestern
Washington elk.
“The scientific literature suggests as many as 40 possible
causes of hoof disease in domestic animals, ranging from
bacterial infection to nutritional deficiencies,” said Dr. Kristin
Mansfield, WDFW veterinarian. “We have to understand the
cause of this problem in elk before we can have any hope of
managing it in our state.”
Mansfield said the condition found in Southwest
Washington appears to be distinct from hoof diseases found in

livestock and other wild animals. To help narrow the search for
the cause, calves will be used in the study because they are less
likely to have other health problems that may affect the findings,
she said.
In early March, WDFW biologists will collect seven to 10 elk
from the Cowlitz River Basin for the study, as well as a second
control group of up to five elk from western Yakima County,
said Sandra Jonker, WDFW wildlife manager for southwest
Washington.
All samples will be submitted to Washington State
University, Colorado State University, the University of
Wyoming, and possibly universities in England and Australia
for analysis. Jonker said WDFW has made arrangements to
donate any meat from healthy animals that is suitable for
consumption.
WDFW encourages hunters and others who see an elk with
deformed hooves to report their observations online at http://
wdfw.wa.gov/conservation/health/hoof_rot/reporting/. More
information about hoof rot in elk is available on WDFW’s
website at http://wdfw.wa.gov/conservation/health/hoof_rot/.
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WSB’s past Editor Ed Scullywest submitted this article from the Vancouver Columbian. We’d like to thank
the Vancouver Columbian for allowing us to reprint it. You can link to their outdoors website at
www.columbian.com/news/sports/outdoors.
From the Vancouver Columbian, November 14, 2012

Some blacktails like to wander
by Allen Thomas
Columbian Reporter, Outdoors
Three years into a study of deer in Southwest
Washington, state biologist Eric Holman is confirming the
expected — blacktails live in a very small home range.
How small? Well, the average is 1/20th of a square mile.
Some of his collared does might move a bit, often in
response to snowfall or other weather.
“Most live in tiny home ranges,’’ he said.
But that’s most, not all.
Holman’s got one doe that likes to travel about the
forest.
He captured the deer in March east of Hockinson on
forest land managed by the state Department of Natural
Resources, where she lived in March and April.
Come May, the doe moved about eight miles to
Weyerhaeuser Co. land in the Yacolt Burn north of the East
Fork of the Lewis River.
Then, three days prior to giving birth, she moved
another 10 miles east into the Gifford Pinchot National
Forest near Trapper Creek Wilderness to reside in a stand of
old-growth.
She spent the summer there.
In September, the deer followed almost the exact same
path back to the Weyerhaeuser land in Yacolt Burn.
“The magic of these (GPS) collars is it allows you to look
at things like this,’’ said Holman, district wildlife biologist
for the Department of Fish and Wildlife. “I had suspected
some of these westside deer do that (move), but without
marked animals you don’t have the science behind it to
prove it.’’
Deer in Klickitat County are known to spend their
summers on Mount Adams and in the Simcoe range,
but westside deer are thought to be mostly stay-at-home
animals.
Holman’s wandering doe is part of a Western
Washington deer study started in 2009, expanded to the
Washougal game unit in 2010 and the Coweeman area in
2012.
The research is trying to ascertain if differences in forest
management methods have an impact in the ecology of
blacktail deer.
Overall, 29 does throughout Western Washington were
captured in 2009-11 and they gave birth to 48 fawns, 11 of
which survived one year. The does and fawns are fitted
with GPS collars so the state can monitor them. The does
also are given vaginal transmitters, which send a signal
when the animal gives birth.
That signal sends Holman and others in the research
teams scrambling during the fawning season.
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State biologist Eric Holman holds a fawn that was part of the blacktail
deer study.

“It’s an adventure,’’ Holman said. “It’s enjoyable but it’s
hard, it’s weekends and it’s odd hours.’’
The fawns do not move much for their first 12 to 24
hours.
“There’s a huge advantage getting to go right where the
fawns were born,’’ he said. “After about a week and half,
you can’t catch them. They are so mobile they’ll get up and
run away.’’
Actually, the best fawn-catching strategy is to flush the
doe away and then search, he said.
Holman said it is early in the study, but the 24 percent
survival rate to age 1 is lower than he expected.
“We know going into this study that mortality on these
neo-natals — the brand new young of the year — is always
going to be very high,’’ he said. “All they can really do
for the first week or two of life is hide and nurse and try
to grow up. They’re really vulnerable at that time. If I can
catch one of these things something built to do it certainly
can.’’
So far, the research demonstrates the importance of
different types of forest habitat for deer.
“All the does used multiple types of forest stands, no
matter what their home range, no matter how small it was,
they all use multiple kinds of habitat,’’ Holman said.
The favorite habitat were lands logged 5 to 10 years ago
with a strong shrub component. Shrubs are groceries for
deer.
“Part of the study design is to try to assess the impacts
herbicide applications might have on the quality of the

habitat,’’ he said. “It does look like that probably has
something to do with it. The more aggressive herbicide
application degrades the deer habitat basically.’’
Herbicide applications are not done just by private
foresters. The Washington Department of Natural
Resources also uses them.
Different companies, even different individual
foresters, will manage their lands with different chemicals,
application rates and treatments, he said.
“Herbicides really came on as a result of the clean air
restrictions that disallowed burning of slash and brush
in forest plantations,’’ Holman said. “It was primarily an
industry response to their inability to use extensive burning
as a tool.’’
Holman said predator control is often suggested by
hunters as a away to boost big game populations.
“Coyotes, cougars, bobcats, bears are absolutely eating
these fawns,’’ he said. “That’s how they make a living. We
knew that would happen.’’

Predator control tends not to be a solution, he added.
“Predators don’t wipe out their prey populations or they
wouldn’t have anything to eat,’’ he said. “Most studies of
predator control efforts arrive at the conclusion that your
population is much more fundamentally based on the
quality of habitat.’’
Does live 10 to 12 years, often giving birth to twin fawns
annually.
“So, if she reproduces herself and a buck some time
during her life that population is stable,’’ Holman said.
“These young are kind of expendable. It’s the adult females
that are really important to the population.’’
He also said the three-year-old study is designed to go
another five to seven years.
“All these numbers are little,’’ Holman said. “A real
weakness is when your sample size is so low one or two
things happen and it seems like that is what is happening
overall. That’s a dangerous thing to do. You don’t want to
draw conclusions from a small sample size.’’

Washington Bowhunter Education
The National Bowhunter Education Certified Class
by Annette Crews, State Chairman
Classes are coming together for 2013. If your club or
organization wants to host a class in your area please
contact me so we can get it on the schedule.
If You Get Lost
Many times getting lost is just a matter of becoming
temporarily disoriented. You’ve been paying attention to
following a track or started thinking about work or family
and weren’t paying attention to where you were walking.
Some people get so turned around they can’t relocate and
will spend the night in the woods. It can be very serious
Six steps to think about and remember to follow if you
get lost:
1. Stay calm, Panic can flood all your senses and panic can
kill you. Think through recent events and try to get your
bearings. You may be able to retrace your tracks. If you
decide you’re going to spend the night in the woods stay in
one place. Keep a cool head. If you left a hunting plan with
someone you will most likely be found in a few days.Most
hunters who are lost are found within 48 to 72 hours.
2. Build a shelter well before dark. Look for a natural
shelter like a downed log or thick stand of trees. Build a
lean to or debris shelter with evergreen limbs. Everything
you need should be in your field dressing kit.
3. Build a Fire so the heat will radiate into your shelter
if there is no danger of the fire spreading. Clear a space
down to the bare dirt for a safety barrier. In snow build
a platform of rocks or green logs to build your fire on.
Collect more fuel than you think you’ll need and pile it in
small to large sections. Remember a large fire may signal
rescuers!

4. Signaling for help When you decide to stay put and
wait for help prepare a signal for help. The international
signal for help is three repetitions of any signal. Three
blasts of your whistle, three shots from your pistol, three
flashes of a mirror. If there is an open space make an X.
Use sticks, rocks, logs or stomp an X in the snow.
5. Water is essential to your survival. A human needs two
to four quarts of water each day. Under most conditions a
human can last only three days without any water. Don’t
eat snow as it will drop your core temperature. Melt the
snow over the fire and then drink it. Pure drinking water
is rare even in remote regions. Boil all your water or use a
good water filter.
6. Food, believe it or not you can live without for two
weeks as long as you’re not a diabetic. For the most part
anything the birds and animals can eat is safe for you to
ingest. But before you go into an area become familiar
with the edible plants there. You have your hunting
equipment so you might be able to harvest the bulk of
your food.
7. What steps to take to avoid being lost? Fill out a
hunting plan before you leave and stick to it. Down load
the Google map of the area and become familiar with the
terrain long before you set foot on it. Check your compass
when you get out of the car or truck so you’ll know how
to get back to your rig. Keep making mental notes of trail
you’re on so you’ll recognize it. Watch your time, when the
shadows fall nothing looks the same. Use flagging tape to
mark a meadow, where you entered, where you departed
from it.
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ate Bowhunters

OUS 2013
, 13, 14

To be held at

www.WSBowhunters.org

For more information, call
Al Rinaldi at (206) 617-1491.

ELK HAVEN EQUESTRIAN CENTER in CLE ELUM
201 Elk Haven Rd, Cle Elum, WA 98922 · www.elkhavenequestrian.com

Directions to the Ranch: Come into
Cle Elum and turn into South Cle Elum
(this is under the freeway and over
the Yakima River). The road curves to
the left up a short hill. At the top of
the hill, make a right turn onto Upper
Peoh Rd. Continue on this winding
road to Elk Haven Rd on the left. Turn
left on the Eld Haven Rd and drive to
the very end of the road and into the
Elk Haven Ranch.

NOTE:

No open fires allowed.
Dogs must be on
leashes at all times.
Please clean after
them!
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Tactics and Tips: Hunting on the Ground
by Russ Seung

A

fter 35 years of hunting elk with bow in hand, I
thought I would share some tactics I use to help me be
a better and more successful hunter.
Starting with your bow, the most important piece of
equipment. If you are having problems with it, can’t figure
it out, or don’t have the time, have a professional help
you out. You don’t have to beat your head against a tree;
I enlist Andy Crawley’s expertise of Outdoor Emporium
to help me sort things out. He is a master at bow tuning
and set up, very patient and doesn’t cut corners. I am sure
there are many other pros out there just as competent, but
I have known Andy for many years and he’s always tuned
my bow to perfection – he has never let me down or done
me wrong. I 4 fletch the arrows 75 degrees x 105 degrees
fletched in a right hand angle, with these angles the arrow
will not have fletching deflection problem, most important
is you don’t have to look for the cock feather in the heat of
the moment especially if you need to fly a second arrow.
 	 When it comes to apparel, use long sleeve t-shirts; this
will help fend off pesky critters. Vitamin B-1 helps keep
the skeeters at bay somewhat. Caps, hats, and clothing is
sprayed with scent eliminator and placed in a nonscented
plastic bag, while cover scent is applied onto the clothes
like pine, earth. Elk urine applied on hat and bow, if elk
are close by. I’ll refresh the elk scent on the hat and bow
pronto. After the morning hunt if you leave the woods,
remove hunting clothes, spray the, down, change out into
non-hunting clothes, and footwear. When you get ready to
go out for the evening, your hunting wear is ready to go for
another round. Foot wear holds odors, so spray the soles
and the outside. Scent eliminator is rather inexpensive
compared to going home skunked; have lots on hand.
  	 For cow hunting, I like to hunt from tree stands. Tree
stands can be dangerous. I use a climbing belt that wraps
around the tree for safety and to install steps or ladders
and stands. Never have fallen 20 ft or more and don’t
intend to. The last step will have 2 steps parallel to each
other; this will give you more stability when attaching the
stand to the tree. I’ll throw a line over a limb above the
desired height and with the help of a friend pull the stand
into place. The climbing belt really shines here so you
can use both hands and not worry about falling. Secure a
ratchet strap as high as you can reach and attach the safety
lanyard to this. Also use for hanging packs and anything
else you may want to. Tie a 1/2” rope to the tree on the side
you climb into the stand then tie overhand knots every 1
1/2 ft down the 5’ rope to use as a safety line. Always have
two hands on the steps or ladder at all times. Hang 2 para
cord lines to pull your pack and bow up into the stand.
Tie 2 lines to the seat to tie a pee bottle and water bottle
to so they do not roll off the stand. Always use a quality
commercal body harness; you can find them on Craigslist.
Use a cable lock to make sure your stand does not walk
away. Hang your stands well before opening day. Entering
the stand is the most dangerous; if your stand only has
one holding strap, add another so there is one on top and
Page 10 | The Washington Bowhunter | Spring 2013

one at the bottom. While sitting in the stand, be careful
of movement — just a slight movement of your head will
catch the attention of the elk. Had 3 spikes come in and
had to wait till two of them had their eyes behind the trees
before I drew on the third to make sure they didn’t see me.      
 	 Calling the elk, practice cow calling just as much as you
shoot. I don’t use the cow estrus call because most of the
cows are not in high heat yet; the every day cow calling
brings them in for me. I am not saying don’t use it; it just
hasn’t worked for me. Use a diaphragm mouth call — this
leaves your hands free, use it to call, stop a elk for a shot,
and after the shot, this will usually stop the elk from
traveling to far. I have used a lot of mouth calls through the
years, and I am really impressed with Glen Berry’s camo
heard bull X series mouth calls. I use this one for cow calls
and bugling; it is so easy to use and produces elk when
ever I use it. Try it; you will love it.
 	 When hunting for bulls, I prefer to call and stalk them.
Most often especially during Washington seasons, the bulls
start to get hot around the last few days of our season, so I
prefer to cow call more than bugle. Not that I haven’t called
them in bugling, but I have ran the herd bull n cows off
many times, probably scared the bull by him thinking I
would take his harem. When I cow call, the herd bull and
the herd comes in more times then not. My rule of thumb
is cow call if you are looking for a herd bull, bugle and
cow call is you want a satellite bull. This is where the cover
scents really shine. I’ve had elk walk right pass me, and I’ve
had them wind me and bolt, I’ll cow call and they will stop
and start feeding!
 	 One time I bugled a bull that responded back, I ran
100 or more yards though the brush into the timber and
bugled again. He bugled back. I waited and and a 300 6x6
came in. I drew as his head was behind a tree. He stop
right behind a tree, all I could see was his neck and head. I
relaxed the bow and he bolted back. I let out a couple
grunts and he came back in and stopped just past the
tree he stopped at before and gave me a 20 yrd broadside
shot. Just about every time a bull comes in he most always
leaves the same way he comes in. Keep this in mind for
your partner. Example: if hunting with multiple hunters,
one calling behind, another hunter can position next to the
trail the bull comes in on. If hunter #1 can’t get a shot off,
he can cow call bugle as the bull is retreating and the bull
may stop. Then hunter #2 may have a chance for a shot.
When hunting bulls don’t worry about making noise when
you are running getting into position. If you have called
them, they think its another elk. In the pre rut which is
when we hunt 90% of the bulls come in silent, so it you are
in a spot that shows fresh sign, check wind, set up with
many shooting lanes, and he may sneak in on one of the
trails. This is where I think a Decoy would be helpful. The
Montana decoy is easy to pack light weight,sets up fast. I
really want to use the decoy.
 	 When a bull answers after a few bugles back and forth
and won’t come in, depending on how far he is away, I’ll

check the wind, circle down wind of him and run twards
the sound of the last bugle him and get within 60 yrds slow
down and either bugle or cow call aiming the bugle behind
me, This usually always works. If he doesn’t come in after
a few cow calls, I’ll give him a medium or spike bugle, and
some cow calls. He may think that it is a spike protecting
his cows, and come in ready to take the ladies away from
Jr spike. If he bugles I’ll bugle as soon as I can behind his
bugle. If he has cows with him I’ll get between him and his
cows and grunt at him. If he takes off with his cows, cow
call until he stops or if they leave try to get in front of the
herd, then cow call. I have been told that the cows know
each others calls and won’t respond to any human cow
calls. Don’t believe it. You want elk, cow call, if they don’t
come in or call back,you need to practice calling. When tree
stand hunting, cow call. Calf and cow call in a mix, three of
each. Wait 10 minutes and call again. Wait 30 minutes and
start again.       
 	 Being an ethical hunter is the responsibility of every
bowhunter. Back in the late 70’s I called in a westside bull.
He circled me, stopped looking at me at 20 yards. When
I released he bolted and I hit him too far back. I went
back for 2 weeks looking for him but never did find him.
Although it started out as a decent shot it wasn’t. Looking
back, the looking back should have registered that he was
ready to bolt. Since then I have been more selective on my
shots, I have passed up many west side bulls because I am
a believer in broadside only shots. If I shot like Robin Hood
It may be different. Sure I’ve had years when I haven’t
harvested one because I didn’t take the marginal shot. It
doesn’t bother me at all. When I call one in and I don’t get
him, at least I know I beat him at his game. I believe it is
much more productive to wait for the broadside shot or
a 15 yrd head on, and fill a tag rather then to wound one

and let the coyotes have him. I know some that will take
any type of shot, wound them and not find them. Doesn’t
do much for the freezer or the game population, or to have
other people seeing animals running around with an
arrow sticking out of them.    
 	 Don’t let the hot weather get you down. The elk don’t
become depressed by how hot it is, you just have to find
them. The more you’re out there working the elk, the more
chance you have at taking one home. It compares to fishing.
The more time your line is in the water, the more fish you
catch. If you hunt during high heat temps, and not close
to easy to get em out, make sure there is a stream close by.
Place the skinned quarters into game bags, double plastic
garbage bags and place them in the creek. I have harvested
many in high temps. I gut, skin and cut the hams, front
shoulder, strip the meat off the cage, and place them in the
meat bags. It takes meat quite a while to spoil this way. If
for some reason when you get it back to where ever you
are going and start to smell rotten meat, you can cut off the
smelling pieces and salvage some meat.
 	 Be one of the 10% that gets his animal without losing
one. The one thing I hate to hear is, I shot one and
could not find it. As far as this goes, this is a very poor
hunting. Either the shot was hurried, the animal wasn’t in
the correct position for the shot, chanced a quartering too
shot, the shot was too high, the range was missed judged,
or did not wait long enough for the animal to die before
tracking. Inexcusable. Remember after the shot, good or
bad, cow call, bugle, whatever, the elk will most likey stop
and expire not far away if you wait long enough. Always
think this will be the day, never get depressed, keep a
smile on your face even when you have blown a chance,
there will always be another encounter, learn by your
mistakes and mistakes of others. And Never Give Up.       

A Hero Lost – WSB Steps Up to Help
by Ron Chase, Director at Large

On April 23rd, the Washington hunting community
tragically lost one of our own. Captain Aaron Blanchard
(aka. Colockumelk on hunting-washington.com) was
killed in action while serving our country as an Apache
helicopter pilot in Afghanistan. Aaron was a brave soldier
with a decorated military career who proudly served his
country. With heavy hearts, our deepest condolences go
out to his family for their incredible sacrifice.
Aaron was an avid outdoorsman, archer, and elk
hunter. He was passionate about his pursuits and freely
shared his knowledge with any who asked. Sadly he
leaves behind a wife, two small children, and a grieving
extended family.
Multiple fundraising efforts were organized by the
hunting community (on hunting-washington.com) to
raise money that will be directed to Captain Blanchard’s
family. One of the efforts was an auction of donated
items from members, businesses, and organizations. At
the direction of the WSB Board of Directors, on behalf of
members around the state, a “Lifetime Membership” to

the WSB was donated to the auction. We were honored
to have this added to the benefit for Captain Blanchard’s
family, and on May 6th the auctioneer’s gavel fell to close
the Lifetime membership auction. With a winning bid of
$420.00, we would like to thank and welcome the winning
bidder and now lifetime member of WSB, Dale Denney.
Dale is the owner/operator of Bearpaw Outfitters in
Colville, Washington. Bearpaw offers a range of guided
hunting opportunities in Washington and several other
western states. Dale also owns/operates the huntingwashington.com forum, the foremost site of its kind in
the Pacific Northwest. Dale has been a life-long active and
vocal supporter of hunting rights and opportunities in
this state and we are proud to have him as a life member.
Thank you for your generosity to this incredible effort for
Aaron’s family and welcome to WSB, Dale.
RIP Captain Blanchard,
WSB Board of Directors and Members
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My 2012 Elk Hunt
by Roger Peffer
It was the third weekend of the 2012 MT archery elk
season and the weather had finally started to cool a little
it was scheduled to have a high of only 70 degrees. The
alarm in my camper went off at 5 AM. I hate getting up that
early but I knew it was necessary to get to where I wanted
to be by day break. It was 5:27 when I pulled my daypack
over my shoulders and headed up the trail in the dark. A
small flashlight illuminated the trail as I wandered over
the log crossing the creek, and maneuvered around the
cows grazing in the area. While walking thru the dark two
whitetail deer waited until I was about 20 feet away before
bursting up from the brush, loudly snorting and bounding
off into the darkness. I almost wet my pants, but with a little
chuckle I continued on.
By 6:00 I was at the mouth of a side canyon. I had hiked
this trail numerous times and for some reason this narrow
side canyon had always called out to me to explore for elk.
I found a game trail and slowly picked my way up the
drainage. A small flow of water babbled over rocks alongside
my path and covered any of my sounds. By about 6:20 it was
starting to get light and I stopped and let out a bugle. My
call was answered with silence. I worked my way up about
another mile and then made some cow calls. Immediately a
bull on the slope above me screamed a response. Hot Dang!
An interesting thing about a bugle in the forest you cant
always tell- is it 100 yards away? Or is it mile away? My guess
was a few hundred yards uphill.
A game trail served as a route to move up the slope on the
forested side of a hogs back ridge. The other side was open
rocks and grass. Several hundred yards later the timber was
open enough to give me numerous shooting lanes and yet let
the elk have some cover. My pack was dropped and I readied
my bow. I laid in a sequence of cow calls- some calf calls and
then some adult cows. I always carry two or three different
cow calls. Each sounds a little different and by blowing
them in sequence I can sound like a whole herd of different
elk. The cow sequence was followed up with a single bugle
trying to sound like a young, inexperienced bull. My goal
was to let him think there was herd of cows for him to steal.
The hillside echoed with an immediate response from
what sounded like a very mature bull. From my vantage
point I could see up the hogs back and here came this large
6x6 bull straight down the hill toward me. I was sitting in
timber about 20 yards from the ridge with a view straight
up its line. The bull continued to scream out bugles as he
came straight at me. The forest vibrated with each of his
calls. Then- he was there... standing on the ridge at 20 yards.
I drew my bow when I saw his antlers coming into view.
I was kneeling at full draw with this screaming bull elk
at 20 yards! Oh my God! I have never had an experience
like this in my entire life! Unfortunately the bull was
quarteringtowards me! I held my bow- waiting, waiting,
waiting Please God, just let him turn broadside! (We all turn
religious at moments like this.) However, I could not hold
my draw. Being 53 years old with severe shoulder arthritis
took its toll. I let down my bow. The bull never even seemed
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to notice (thanks to my ASAT camo!). He turned around and
wandered over into the timber about 60 yards off and let out
another scream.
Crap! I blew it! However, I was not about to give up.
Another series of a cow calls and a young bull bugle aimed
downhill was an attempt to make him think the elk were
further down the slope. The bulls response was immediate.
He turned around and came straight back down. He passed
the point where he had been quartering toward me and
walked by me down the ridge and into an opening where he
stood broadside at 25 yards. I drew my bow, placed my sight
pin on his chest and released an arrow. The Magnus broad
head did it job. The bull ran down the slope a short distance
and piled up. I was absolutely dumbfounded. I had just shot
the biggest bull of my life. During all this I was actually
pretty calm. It was after he dropped that I started shaking
This was only the second bull of my lifetime. I had taken my
first bull the year before with a bow and now I had just taken
another. This one was much bigger.
But, do you know the best part? I had done it by myself.
I love hunting with other people but sometimes you need to
step out on your own. (Later- while packing out the meat I
was wishing I wasnt by myself!) The animal was shot about 7
AM and by 7 PM he was at the truck. I was able to get a game
cart to within about mile from where he dropped. It was a
mile of trail to get back to the truck. My body ached for the
next 3 days.
I have a ritual where I give thanks to the spirit of the
animal that gave its life to me. I treat the meat with great care
to insure I have a high quality product to share with friends
and family to nourish us through the coming winter season.
The meat is sacred and the elk and the forest that made
him are now becoming part of me Every bite offers me an
opportunity to reflect on this great animal and the fantastic
experience I had that morning.
Roger Peffer
Past president of WSB and lifetime member

Success Photos

Brandin Hartsock
Randle, WA

15 yd shot
Parker Blackhawk
Eason Axis Arrows
Slick Trick Broadheads

Gary Jackson
5x5
Unit #560
Shot September 9th, 2012
Bow: Martin Elite 80#
Arrow: Full Metal Jacket
Broadhead: Thunderhead 100 GR

Jim Forslund
Nate Harrigan

Late season cow,
Eastern WA

Late season cow,
Eastern WA
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Success Photos

Todd Turcott
December 3, 2012
Morton unit 505
Mossyrock, WA

Kelly White

Kettle Falls, WA

w/Oregon 5x5
15 yd shot, 70 yd recovery
65# Stewart T.D.
Zwicky Delta heads

Marvin Flones
Stanwood, WA

Took a
Cow Elk in 2011 (left)
and a
5x5 Bull in 2012 (right)
with a Black Widow
Bow 55# and Magnus head
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Support your right to hunt! Become a member of WSB

Washington State Bowhunters Membership Application
Name (please print) _____________________________________________________________

Street ___________________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip _______________________________________________________________________
Phone ( _______________________________ Email Address______________________________________
( ) check here for change of address/phone number

MEMBERSHIP OPTIONS
( ) Basic.....................................................$20.00
( ) Supporting............................................$25.00
*2% discount 1st time merchandise order
( ) Sustaining 1..........................................$50.00
*3% discount 1st time merchandise order
( ) Sustaining 2..........................................$75.00
*5% discount 1st time merchandise order
( ) Sustaining 3........................................$100.00
*10% discount 1st time merchandise order
( ) Life membership (Payment Plan Available)......$400.00
( ) Second family member..........................$5.00
Name ____________________________
( ) Dealer Membership..............................$75.00
*Listing on “Support Our Dealers” page
( ) I’d like to give a $20 gift membership to:
Name (please print)_____________________________________________

Bowhunter Defense
Fund Contribution
()
()
()
()
()
()
()
()
()
()

MERCHANDISE

WSB Decal *................................................ $1.00
WSB Patch *................................................ $4.00
WSB Logo Travel Mug ............................... $5.00
WSB Logo Camo hat ................................ $12.00
WSB Solid Navy T-Shirt (S,M,L,XL) .............. $12.00
WSB Solid Navy T-Shirt (2XL) .................... $14.00
WSB Camo T-Shirt (S,M,L,XL) ...................... $13.00
WSB Camo T-Shirt (2XL) ............................ $15.00
Youth Camo T-Shirt (S,M,L,XL) ..................... $12.00
WSB Cotton Twill Shirts (Special Order Only) ... $30.00

* Free Shipping

SUBTOTAL $____________________
Shipping & Handling add $5.00
TOTAL ENCLOSED $___________________
Send Application and Order with check or money order to:

WSB c/o Kim Pignotti, Treasurer
12116 - 125th St. Ct. E
Puyallup, WA 98374

Address______________________________________________________
City, State, Zip_________________________________________________
Phone( )______________ EMail Address____________________________

New website!

$_____________

SUN CANYON

www.WSBowhunters.org
Huntfishnw.com
We are a brand new site with experienced outdoorsmen.
We are currently offering three Hunting Contests and
a Photo of the Month Contest. The members select all of the
winners. Feel free to share your stories and pictures with us.

Register today at www.Huntfishnw.com !

hellranch@comcast.net

CALL

206.817.7721
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Washington State Bowhunters
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

TO:

Celebrating 25 Years of Archery Excellence

NEW LOCATION!

NEWLY EXPANDED PRO SHOP · 26 ARCHERY LANES
Full Service Pro Shop and Proud Bow Dealer of
HOYT, MARTIN, PARKER, PSE
• Target Archery and Bow Hunting
Equipment Sales and Service

• Yearly Memberships with 24/7 access
• League Nights

• 20 yard Indoor Archery Range
with 26 lanes

22313 70th Ave West
Mountlake Terrace, WA 98043
Professional
Coaching by:
Bob Hickey

425-672-8080
HOURS:

Tues–Fri: 12 Noon – 10 pm
Sat: Noon – 6 pm • Sun & Mon: Closed

www.nextsteparchery.com
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www.thenockpoint.com

