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President’s Message
by Shawn McCully

WSB had a successful 
banquet this year. 
Attendance was good and 

all that attended seemed to have a 
good time. Nothing is ever perfect 
but I’m proud of our guys for putting 
on a banquet that satisfi ed the goals 
of the WSB this year. Thank you 
to all our sponsors and those that 
donated to the club.
 In other upcoming events, we 
have the Rendezvous coming up here 
in July. We have moved locations 
this year to be more centrally located 
in Cle Elum so that those from the 
east side can attend with less travel 
involved. Travel time from the 
Seattle area should be cut down as 
well for us that live on the wet side. 
Weather should also be better if the 
rain shadow does what it’s supposed to do. Details of 
the Rendezvous are included in this newsletter. Please 
plan on attending for a fun family event.
WSB has 3 new board members as of our latest board 
meeting. Each was voted on, approved, and are 
good additions to the core of the board that has been 
important in establishing and continuing the WSB. 
WSB vice president Rich Smith felt it was time to move 
on from the WSB. We thank him for his years of service 
to us and the WSB board. I’m happy to announce 
we have found a well-qualifi ed WSB member that 
accepted the vice president position. Todd Johnson is a 
passionate bow hunter and intimately in tune with the 
issues that we face as bow hunters. He will be a valued 
asset to the WSB in the upcoming years.
 In other news, the 3-year season setting process 
for 2012-2015 was completed. My overall assessment 
regarding the seasons is we didn’t seem to lose 
anything but major gains were also lacking. While 
frustrating, it will incite us to fi ght harder in the 
upcoming years for better archery seasons. Recently, 
the Archery Coalition (WSB, TBW, and WSAA) met to 
discuss how we might work together to help us attain 
our mutual goals.
 Specifi cally, the Archery Coalition identifi ed a few 
goals to work on for the upcoming years. The early 
archery elk season should be hard set from September 
8-21. We have been having a fl oating season starting 
after the Labor Day weekend. Such a system works to 
end the elk season a few days earlier than the 21st and 
cuts short the all-important last few days of the season, 

often the most productive in terms of 
timing with the rut.
   Another goal of the Archery 
Coalition is to retain the old elk 
season structure with regard to the 
Bumping unit. We have put a lot 
of information on this situation in 
recent issues of the newsletter so I 
won’t go into detail about it here. 
Retaining the Bumping elk unit is a 
priority and it looks like the elk have 
rebounded from what the WDFW 
believes was a decline in that herd 3 
years ago. Moving the antlerless elk 
season back into this unit will help 
us retain traditional hunting areas 
for those that hunt this unit and with 
it being such a big unit, give those 
hunters some space to hunt.
   The Archery Coalition is looking, 

once again, at recommending the WDFW adopt a bow 
hunting education component to archery licenses 
in WA. Given the recent expansion of the multi-
season permits, the fear is that some hunters (who 
may normally be modern fi rearm or muzzleloader 
hunters) may be participating in bow hunting and not 
understand some of the unique challenges that bow 
hunting requires. Ensuring safe and ethical hunting 
practices might help to protect our sport from any 
scrutiny we might endure in upcoming years from 
this issue. WSB has historically liked the idea but has 
held back in endorsing such a system given some of 
the logistical challenges implementing such a system 
requires. With the proper infrastructure, there are still 
issues to look at with such a system. The Coalition 
believes a “grandfathered” system should be looked 
at where current archery hunters will not need to 
complete a bow hunter education course. I’ll have more 
information on this issue including our potential stance 
on the issue once we have had more time to look at 
and discuss this with our members and board in the 
upcoming future.
 Lastly, I was disappointed to see the WDFW 
Commission not adopt an exception to the electronics 
rule for lighted nocks. As I’m sure you are aware, WSB 
members polled are in favor of lighted nocks at an 
85% plus rate. The WDFW polled archery hunters and 
nearly 90% were in favor of or didn’t object to such an 
exception in the rules. At the last Game Management 
Advisory Council meeting I attended this issue was 

Continued on Page 2
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Lt. Gov. Brad Owen is again running for re-election, 
but this time he has some opposition. 

Brad has been a tremendous supporter of 
bowhunting and continues to hunt with bow and 
arrow. He started bowhunting when he met Glenn St. 
Charles as a young man. Later, he became a member 
of the Washington State Senate and eventually 
became Chairman of the Senate Natural Resourse 
committee which was responsible for matters dealing 
with the Wildlife Department. 

Prior to 1984, there were virtually no bowhunting 
seasons in our State. There certainly were no separate 
bowhunting seasons for us. Through his efforts, 
we eventually were given separate early and late 
bowhunting seasons when resource allocation 
was adopted. Without him we would not have the 
seasons we have today. 

He has continued to support bowhunting in the State 
and presents events which feature his launcher for 
fl ying targets. He has done this not only for WSB but 
other sporting groups as well. 

If you wish to support his re-election campaign, send 
contributions to: Committee to Re-elect Brad Owen, 
P.O. Box 1426, Shelton, WA 98584. He needs our help! 

     Thank You,
     Al Rinaldi

P.S.: I am writing the letter as a concerned WSB member and not as a WSB Board Member.

President’s Message  (continued)
brought up and the vote to approve a lighted nock 
exception by the GMAC was 14-4 in favor. Despite the 
overwhelming majority of bow hunters supporting such 
an exception, the vocal minority campaigned hard on 
this issue. 
 It seems the Commission and a few in the vocal 
minority know what’s better for you and bow hunting 
in general than the majority do. It should be noted 
that WSB never petitioned the Commission or WDFW 
to make lighted nocks legal. WSB was asked our 
opinion on this issue and our position on the issue was 
published in the newsletter this last year. Our position 
was to “not object” to lighted nocks being legal but we 
never testifi ed at any Commission meeting regarding 
this issue. While we recognize the majority of our 
members support an exception to lighted nocks, the 
minority on this issue are passionate about it and very 

vocal in their opposition. Trying to balance these two 
interests within our membership will continue to be 
an issue but it doesn’t appear we can make everyone 
happy. While I was looking forward to having this issue 
going away, it appears it’s not going away and the WSB 
will have to decide how we want to deal with this and 
other issues of new technology in the future.
Despite the equipment issues we will always have to 
deal with, the WSB is committed to protecting and 
gaining increased opportunity for bow-hunters in terms 
of seasons. Regardless of the type of equipment you 
use, I feel seasons are the most important issue to focus 
on and one that benefi ts all bow hunters. I will continue 
to try and maintain a balance that benefi ts all WSB 
members.

— Shawn McCully
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This year’s banquet was held at the Elks Club in 
Tacoma on Saturday, March 24, 2012. The location 
and the facilities provided plenty of room for all 

who attended. 
 The highlight of the evening was a discussion 
concerning the issue of wolf reintroduction in the State of 
Washington between Nate Pamplin from the WDFW and 
Ryan Benson, the Executive Director of Big Game Forever.  
Mr. Pamplin gave his positive spin on the wolves’ place 
in the environment. Mr. Benson gave an eye opening 
presentation on the impact of the new wolf plan and how 
it relates to a bowhunting group such as WSB.  
 The Glenn St. Charles Award was presented to Marc 
Nelson for the large trophy deer he took.
 The dinner was one of the best ever with chicken, 
salmon and a variety of side dishes – plenty for all. The 
side tables were heavy with auction items – raffl e, silent 
and live auction items – something for everyone!
 A special thank you to all who made this event 
possible. Without this participation WSB would not 
put on such a successful event. Thank you to all who 
attended.  We look forward to seeing you again next year!  

2012 WSB Banquet: A Huge Success!

Marc Nelson, 
winner of The Glenn 
St. Charles Award
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Scan this QR code
for more info:

Directions to the Ranch: Come into Cle Elum and turn 
into South Cle Elum (this is under the freeway and 
over the Yakima River). The road curves to the left up 
a short hill. At the top of the hill, make a right turn 
onto Upper Peoh Rd. Continue on this winding road 
to Elk Haven Rd on the left. Turn left on the Eld Haven 
Rd and drive to the very end 
of the road and into the Elk 
Haven Ranch. 

201 Elk Haven Rd, Cle Elum, WA  98922  ·  www.elkhavenequestrian.com

To be held at

NOTE:
No open fi res allowed.
Dogs must be on leashes at all 
times. Please clean after them!
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Public can now report wolf activities using WDFW’s new online system   

Wildlife managers treat dead calf as ‘probable’ case of wolf predation

OLYMPIA — The Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife 
(WDFW) now has an online reporting system for receiving 
information from the public about the state’s growing wolf 
population. 
 Anyone who believes they have seen a wolf, heard one 
howl, or found other evidence of wolves anywhere in the 
state is encouraged to fi le a report on WDFW’s website at 
http://wdfw.wa.gov/conservation/gray_wolf/reporting/. 
 Donny Martorello, WDFW carnivore section manager, 
said the information provided in the reports will help wildlife 
managers document wolf activity and build a database on wolves 
in Washington. 
 “Our state’s wolf-management efforts depend on knowing 
how many wolves are here, where they are, and where they’re 
going,” Martorello said. “By fi ling reports on wolf activities, the 
public can help us direct our monitoring efforts.” 
Virtually absent from the state for more than 70 years, gray 
wolves are now dispersing into eastern Washington and the 
North Cascades from adjacent populations in Idaho, Montana, 
Oregon, and British Columbia. 
 During spring and summer, state wildlife managers will use 
citizen reports to help locate new wolf packs and pups, Martorello 
said. As part of that effort, they will capture and fi t wolves with 
radio collars to monitor their movements. 
Those who fi le a wolf-activity report using the new online 
system are asked to provide their name and other identifying 
information, along with an account of their observations. An 
interactive map on that site allows users to determine and log the 
latitude and longitude of the activities they have observed. 
 “The online system has some real advantages when it comes 
to gathering and correlating information from throughout 
the state,” said Martorello, noting that it also holds promise as 
an educational tool. By early summer, the site will include a 

map displaying areas of the state where wolf activity has been 
reported, he said. 
 The online system does not replace the phone line livestock 
owners can call to reach WDFW’s enforcement offi ce if they 
suspect that wolves are preying on their livestock. In those cases, 
livestock owners can call 1-877-933-9847 or reach local WDFW 
police offi cers through the Washington State Patrol. 
 In a fi eld survey conducted last summer, WDFW confi rmed the 
presence of fi ve wolf packs in Washington, and observed at least 
27 members of those packs, including three successful breeding 
pairs. There is also growing evidence of unconfi rmed packs near 
Kettle Falls in northeastern Washington, in the Blue Mountains of 
southeastern Washington and in the North Cascades, as well as 
transient single wolves. 
 Gray wolves are currently listed as endangered under state 
law throughout Washington, and under federal law in the western 
two-thirds of the state. 
 Under the state’s wolf conservation and management plan, 
adopted late last year, wolves will be removed from the state’s 
endangered species list once 15 successful breeding pairs are 
documented for three consecutive years among three wolf-
recovery regions (four pairs in Eastern Washington, four pairs in 
North Cascades, four pairs in South Cascades/Northwest Coast, 
and three pairs in any recovery region). 
 The plan also gives WDFW the option to initiate action 
to delist gray wolves if 18 breeding pairs are documented in 
a single year. Under that option, at least four pairs must be in 
Eastern Washington, four pairs in North Cascades, four pairs in 
South Cascades/Northwest Coast, and six additional pairs in any 
recovery region. 
 More information on wolves is available at: http://wdfw.
wa.gov/conservation/gray_wolf/.  

OLYMPIA — State and federal wildlife managers have determined 
that wolves likely caused injuries that resulted in the death of a 
calf on a Methow Valley ranch May 18 and that the landowner 
would qualify for compensation. 
 The landowner would be the fi rst in the state to qualify for 
compensation under criteria established by the state’s Wolf 
Conservation and Management Plan adopted late last year. 
Steve Pozzanghera, a regional director for the Washington 
Department of Fish and Wildlife, said it was not possible to say 
for certain that wolves caused the injuries that resulted in the 
death of the calf, although evidence at the scene supports that 
conclusion. 
 “The calf was mostly consumed by the time the department 
was called in,” Pozzanghera said. “But photos of the carcass taken 
earlier by the rancher as well as tracks located in the area were 
defi nitely consistent with wolves.” 
Pozzanghera also noted that the 3,000-acre ranch near Carlton is 
in an area traditionally used by the Lookout wolf pack, and that 
remote, motion-triggered cameras had photographed two wolves 
on nearby National Forest land in recent weeks.  
 The Lookout pack is one of fi ve wolf packs confi rmed by 
WDFW in the state.  The department is currently working to 
confi rm other wolf packs. 
 Offi cials from WDFW met May 22 with those from the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service and the USDA’s Wildlife Services 
Program to examine the evidence and develop a response to the 

loss of the calf. All three agencies are involved, because wolves in 
the western two-thirds of the state are protected as an endangered 
species under both state and federal law. 
 The primary goal of the state’s new wolf management plan is to 
protect gray wolves as they reestablish themselves in Washington, 
but it also includes provisions to compensate ranchers who lose 
livestock to wolf predation, Pozzanghera said. 
 Under the new management plan, ranchers can be 
compensated up to $1,500 per cow for wolf predation classifi ed as 
“probable.” The plan also allows ranchers to be paid up to twice 
that amount for lost livestock that are “confi rmed” to have been 
killed by wolves on ranches over 100 acres. 
 In all cases, Pozzanghera urges ranchers who believe they 
have lost livestock to predation to contact WDFW immediately at 
1-877- 933-9847. 
 “The sooner we can investigate the situation, the better our 
chances are of determining whether the incident is a wolf kill 
and whether compensation is warranted,” he said. “We also ask 
that landowners protect the site from disturbances and keep 
scavengers away by covering the carcass with a tarp.” 
 WDFW currently has $80,000 available to help livestock 
operators prevent confl icts with wolves and compensate ranchers 
who lose livestock to predation by wolves. Of that funding, 
$50,000 was provided by the state Legislature, $15,000 by the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and $15,000 from the non-profi t 
organization Defenders of Wildlife.  

WDFW News Release, March 9, 2012:

WDFW News Release, May 23, 2012:
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Success Photos

Karen and I just returned earlier this month from Down 
Under, and I was able to spend three days chasing free-
ranging Red Stags around the mountainsides with my 

recurve. The Almighty blessed me with a thunderbolt of good 
fortune on the fi nal evening, and I managed to outsmart an old 
stag we’d been trying to kill ever since we found him on the very 
fi rst morning. I knew the beast was a toad, but I had no idea – till 
I got home and checked out the SCI Records on-line - that he 
would blow away the current #1 archery South Pacifi c Red Deer 
in the Free-Ranging category by 34 inches!  Here is the way the 
story unfolded:  Near Lake Hawea, on the South Island of New 
Zealand, I was hunting with Richard Burdon’s Glen Dene, Ltd., 
and my guide was an avid bowhunter named Simon Smith.  
Burdon has both high-fenced Estate ground for hunting (around 
2500 acres), and then his family owns another @42,000 acres 
available for free-range hunting that are NOT high-fenced.  
Since I’ve never done anything other than fair-chase, free-range 
hunting, I had no interest in pursuing any of the monster stags I 
saw behind the high fences - where selective breeding, feeding, 
diet supplements, etc., are used to grow abnormally large antlers.  
On the fi rst morning of the hunt, we found two wonderful stags 
hanging out together, with no hinds around (see photo below), 
and decided we would do whatever it took to “pattern”and 
eventually outsmart the stag on the right side of the photo.  
This picture was taken from about a half-mile away:
 Later that morning, I 
crept to within 35 yards 
of where the two were 
bedded, but one of them 
became suspicious, rose 
to his feet and slowly lead 
the other one away from 
danger.  Several hours later, 
I was able to photograph 
the larger (wider) of the 

two, from above, at about 120 
yards:
 The second day was 
unproductive, though Simon did 
call him in to within 100 yards or 
so, but we never could get him 
to approach closer than that to 
the mud-wallow we were staking 
out.  From a distance, we watched 
him bed that evening in the same 
location he had bedded down the 
evening before.  
 So – on the third day – we watched his movements from 
across the valley all day long, and then, when the timing seemed 
just right that afternoon, and he was off feeding several hundred 
yards away from his “bedroom,” we hightailed it right into a 
little hidey-hole smack dab in the middle of his boudoir.  Sure 
enough, in less than an hour, he appeared below us and fed his 
way uphill to a point where he bedded again – about 35 yards 
below us.  Eventually I was successful.

Marc Nelson

Dennis Dunn

Glenn St. Charles 
Award Winner
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MEMBERSHIP OPTIONS
( ) Basic.....................................................$20.00 
( ) Supporting............................................$25.00
 *2% discount 1st time merchandise order
( ) Sustaining 1..........................................$50.00
 *3% discount 1st time merchandise order
( ) Sustaining 2..........................................$75.00
 *5% discount 1st time merchandise order
( ) Sustaining 3........................................$100.00
 *10% discount 1st time merchandise order
( ) Life membership (Payment Plan Available)......$400.00
( ) Second family member..........................$5.00
 Name ____________________________
( ) Dealer Membership..............................$75.00
 *Listing on “Support Our Dealers” page

( ) I’d like to give a $15 gift membership to:

Name (please print) ____________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________________

City, State, Zip ________________________________________________

Phone(  )______________ EMail Address __________________________

Washington State BowhunterS Membership Application
Name (please print)  ____________________________________________________________

Street  __________________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip  ______________________________________________________________________

Phone (    _____________________________Email Address _____________________________________
( ) check here for change of address/phone number    

MERCHANDISE
( ) WSB Decal * ...............................................$1.00
( ) WSB Patch * ...............................................$4.00
( ) WSB Logo Travel Mug  ..............................$5.00
( ) WSB Logo Camo hat  ...............................$12.00
( ) WSB Solid Navy T-Shirt (S,M,L,XL)  .............$12.00
( ) WSB Solid Navy T-Shirt (2XL)  ...................$14.00
( ) WSB Camo T-Shirt (S,M,L,XL)  .....................$13.00
( ) WSB Camo T-Shirt (2XL)  ...........................$15.00
( ) Youth Camo T-Shirt (S,M,L,XL)  ....................$12.00
( ) WSB Cotton Twill Shirts (Special Order Only)  ..$30.00
 * Free Shipping

Send Application and Order with check or money order to:
 WSB c/o Kim Pignotti, Treasurer

12116 - 125th St. Ct. E
Puyallup, WA 98374

 SUBTOTAL $____________________
Shipping & Handling add $5.00

TOTAL ENCLOSED $___________________

Bowhunter Defense 
Fund Contribution  $_____________

Support your right to hunt! Become a member of WSB

Joi
n
No

w!

SUN CANYON

Huntfishnw.com
We are a brand new site with experienced outdoorsmen.

We are currently offering three Hunting Contests and
a Photo of the Month Contest. The members select all of the
winners. Feel free to share your stories and pictures with us.

Register today at  www.Huntfishnw.com !

hellranch@comcast.net

CALL 206.817.7721
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Professional 
Coaching by:
Bob Hickey

www.nextsteparchery.com

Full Service Pro Shop and Proud Bow Dealer of 
HOYT, MARTIN, PARKER, PSE

• Yearly Memberships with 24/7 access
• League Nights

• Target Archery and Bow Hunting 
 Equipment Sales and Service

• 20 yard Indoor Archery Range 
 with 26 lanes

NEW LOCATION!

NEWLY EXPANDED PRO SHOP · 26 ARCHERY LANES
NEW LOCATION!

22313  70th Ave West
Mountlake Terrace, WA  98043

425-672-8080
HOURS:

Tues–Fri:  12 Noon – 10 pm
Sat:  Noon – 6 pm  •  Sun & Mon:  Closed

www.thenockpoint.com

Celebrating 25 Years of Archery ExcellenceCelebrating 25 Years of Archery Excellence


