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State Bowhunters. Manuscripts, letters
and photographs are welcomed and
encouraged, with the understanding that
the Editor cannot be responsible for loss or
damage. Submissions are due one month
before publication.
Contributions will be held by the Editor
for a short time and will be returned if
you provide a self-addressed and stamped
envelope. “Success” photographs will be
kept and entered into our WSB Photo Album
for display at future gatherings.
All submissions are subject to editing
and will be published at the discretion
of the Board of Directors and the Editor.
All materials published herein are the
opinions of the author. The Washington
State Bowhunters assume no responsibility
for the opinions expressed herein.
Please send your newsletter contributions
to the WSB Editor, David Hell: 9204 32nd
St SE, Lake Stevens, WA 98258; E-mail:
hellranch@comcast.net; Phone: (206) 817-7721.

President’s Message
by Todd Johnson

Greetings from the Eastern half of the state,
You’ve likely already noticed that this
President’s Message column doesn’t have
Shawn McCully’s name and picture on it this
issue. Our last board meeting was conducted
February 23 in Issaquah, and Shawn
announced that he’d appreciate being replaced
as our President. When he agreed to take on
the role as President, Shawn had informed
the board that he wasn’t looking for a longterm tenure but that he’d give the WSB a few
good hard years of his best work. Without a
doubt Shawn has done that in spades! All bowhunters
across the state owe Shawn McCully a debt of gratitude
for the unending amount of time he spends fighting FOR
bowhunting. From seasons to equipment to hunting
areas, Shawn has left his mark on the entire state’s
bowhunting structure, and we’ve all benefited greatly.
The board agreed to allow Shawn to step away from
the top of the ladder with the hope that he remained
active with the WSB Board as well as the GMAC and
Archery Coalition meetings in which he was so effective.
Shawn said he would be happy to remain as an East Side
Director for WSB and will still be arguing for bowhunters
at the important meetings . Thank you, Shawn, for your
solid leadership and what you’ve done for the WSB and
bowhunting in Washington. We appreciate it!
As the newly appointed President, I humbly present
myself at your service. From that sentence you’ll learn
much about me and what you can expect. First, the board
had enough faith and trust in me to allow me to be the
leader. Second, I need to present myself because I haven’t
had the pleasure of meeting many of you across the state,

WSB
Board Meeting

but I hope to keep changing that day after
day; when I do get to meet you, then I think
humble is a word you’d use in describing me.
Third, I am at your service: I have a vision of
what needs done across the state with regards
to bowhunting, but I only want to work
toward those goals which the membership
and board of directors agree need
accomplished. I, for one, am always excited to
see what bowhunting prospects look like for
the next season, but I’m also working hard to
make certain that those prospects are as good
or better when my grandson begins bowhunting. That’s
my true goal: I want to leave bowhunting in Washington
better than I found it!
One of the hardest things for an association like ours is
to keep up with the communication channels with the
membership. There never has been a question of whether
or not your money is well spent in becoming a member
of WSB. The problem comes in how well we are able to
communicate what we are doing for you. We are certainly
trying to focus our efforts on that front to make sure
you know WHY you should be proud to be a member
and WHAT you are getting in return. Our website is
up and running with a ton of information, event dates,
newsletters, etc. You can check to see when your dues are
coming up, order merchandise or find out what others are
saying about WSB. Keep your eyes peeled for new content
and features as we continue to improve the website. We
have a wide-open-door approach in that we really DO
want to hear what you have to say. There are multiple
ways on the site to contact us with your comments, so feel
free to use them!
One of the exciting new ways for you to voice your

The next WSB Board Meeting will take place on
Sunday, June 1st at 10:00 AM
at the Sunset Cafe in Cle Elum.
Board members and interested WSB members are
encouraged to attend. We welcome your participation.
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opinion as a member is also one of the most powerful: the
WSB Forum. We’ve collaborated with the highly popular
hunting-washington.com website owned by WSB Life
Member Dale Denney of Bearpaw Outfitters in Colville.
By posting your thoughts on the WSB Forum you will
be making your voice heard not only by the WSB board
but by tens of thousands of hunters from Washington as
well as WDFW’s decision makers. Don’t underestimate
the power that this forum will carry; strongly supported
ideas from that forum could very easily be translated into
regulation and season changes in the hunting regulations
pamphlet. I strongly encourage all members to sign up
and begin using this powerful tool.
The board has decided to suspend the majority of the
circulation of a printed version of the newsletter. We will
continue to print and mail a copy of the January issue
annually, and the remaining 3 issues will be posted on
the website. We hope that the members will continue to
enjoy the content we provide and appreciate the amount of
money and time put into producing the issues. The look
and content will be the same high quality product, but the
medium is changing. One thing that hasn’t changed is
that we still need your contributions: articles and photos
about anything archery-related will be considered for
the publication.
All clubs and organizations reach a certain point in their
maturity in which they begin to question their relevancy
going forward. WSB has been there before (even

somewhat recently) and will be there again someday.
That’s just the nature of groups: put enough smart people
together and they can’t remember why they’re gathered
in the first place. We have a solid group of directors with
an excellent spread of tenure and experience both in WSB
and in bowhunting. We have founders, past presidents,
archery state record holders and guys who struggle to
fill a tag in September. That mix of backgrounds allows
us to always keep moving forward, and that’s what we’ll
continue to do. Without question, WSB has been and
WILL CONTINUE TO BE the loudest voice fighting FOR
bowhunting in Washington.
And, finally, it’s about Rendezvous time again! We will
hold our annual 3D shoot and rendezvous in Cle Elum
on July 18, 19 and 20. Look for the flyer in this newsletter
for the schedule of events, map and directions. Events
will start at noon on Friday and continue until target
removal begins at 3 pm on Sunday. Expect to have a great
time enjoying a wonderful location for a fun-filled family
weekend. Bring the kids, too! Camping is available,
and the venue couldn’t be nicer. Board member and
WSB Founder Al Rinaldi (and his better half) go out of
their way to put on a tremendous event. Any raffle prize
donations and volunteers will be happily accepted! We
hope to see you there!
Shoot Straight!
Todd Johnston
WSB President and East Side Director

BAREBOW! presents the sort of campfire tales
hunters never tire of hearing or ever forget.
Each is a demonstration of the power of perseverance, sacrifice, and sometimes bad luck
or blind luck! How did Dennis Dunn ambush
a world-record Grizzly Bear at 8 yards? Stay
warm on a dogsled while hunting Polar Bear
in Canada's far north? Miss a massive 8x7
Roosevelt's Elk from only 16 yards? How does
he measure his accomplishments? Or cope
with the disappointments of his unsuccessful
hunts? Readers will be riveted in the moment,
as Dunn recounts 104 tales of his bowhunting
adventures and misadventures.

For more information, go to

str8arrows.com
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“A bow, a string, an arrow — no trigger, no
peep-sights, no pins— just fingers, guts and
instinct. That’s hunting BAREBOW!”
— Dennis Dunn

WDFW News Release, March 8, 2014:

State’s wolf population kept expanding last year,
according to WDFW survey
MOSES LAKE - Gray wolves established four new packs and
expanded their territory in the state over the past year, state
wildlife managers told the Washington Fish and Wildlife
Commission at a public meeting here today.
That assessment was based on an annual survey by the
Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) that
confirmed the presence of 13 wolf packs, five successful
breeding pairs and at least 52 individual wolves in 2013.
Donny Martorello, WDFW carnivore specialist, said the
latest findings point to continued growth in the state’s wolf
population under state and federal recovery plans.
“While we can’t count every wolf in the state, the formation of four new packs is clear evidence of steady growth
in Washington’s wolf population,” he said. “More packs
mean more breeding females, which produce more pups.”
All but eliminated from western states in the last
century, wolves are now protected under Washington law
throughout the state and under federal law in the western
two-thirds of the state.
The commission, an appointed panel that sets policy
for WDFW, approved the plan in 2011 that guides state
management and recovery of wolves in Washington.
In developing its annual update, WDFW used a
combination of aerial surveys, trackers and signals from 11
wolves fitted with active radio-collars, Martorello said.
Three of the new packs - Ruby Creek, Dirty Shirt and
Carpenter Ridge - were formed by wolves that split off from
the existing Smackout Pack in northeast Washington,
he said.
A fourth new pack, the Wenatchee Pack, appears to be
made up of two female wolves from the Teanaway Pack,
whose territory stretches between Ellensburg
and Wenatchee.
Under the state’s Wolf Conservation and Management
Plan, a wolf pack is defined in the state plan as two or more
wolves traveling together.
Despite their growing numbers, wolves were involved in
far fewer conflicts with humans and livestock in 2013 than in
the previous year, Martorello said.
Stephanie Simek, WDFW’s wolf conflict-resolution
manager, said the department investigated 20 reported
attacks on pets and livestock last year, but found that wolves
were actually involved in only four of them. Confirmed wolf
attacks left one calf dead and three dogs injured, she said.
By comparison, wolves killed at least seven calves and
one sheep in 2012, leaving six additional calves and two
sheep injured, Simek said. Most of those attacks were made
by the Wedge Pack on a single rancher’s cattle in northeast
Washington, she said.
WDFW ultimately killed seven members of the Wedge
Pack to stop the escalating series of attacks, although two
wolves were still travelling as a pack in the same area in
2013, she said.
“That was an extraordinary event that we do not want to

repeat,” said Martorello, noting that no wolves were killed
by WDFW last year.
The 2013 survey does, however, reflect the death of five
wolves, due to causes ranging from a car accident on Blewett
Pass to a legal hunt on the Spokane Indian Reservation.
Simek outlined several steps WDFW has taken in the
past year to reduce conflicts with wolves:
Cooperative agreements: The department entered
into cost-sharing agreements with 29 livestock
producers, who have made a commitment to take
proactive steps to avoid conflicts with wolves. Typical
strategies include improving fencing and sanitation,
employing range riders and using non-lethal hazing
methods to repel wolves.
Increased staffing: WDFW created a new 13-member
Wildlife Conflict Section to work with livestock
producers, landowners and entire communities to
avoid conflicts with wolves. Seven of those positions
were new hires in 2013.
Wolf Advisory Group: A new nine-member advisory
group was established to recommend strategies for
encouraging more livestock owners to enter into
cooperative agreements, providing compensation
for wolf-related economic losses, and other issues.
Members of the group represent hunters, livestock
producers and conservation groups.
“These actions have greatly improved the department’s
ability to manage our growing wolf population and meet
state recovery goals,” Martorello said.
Under the state’s wolf-management plan, wolves can
be removed from the state’s endangered species list once
15 successful breeding pairs are documented for three
consecutive years among three designated wolf-recovery
regions - or 18 successful breeding pairs in one year among
three designated wolf-recovery regions.
A successful breeding pair is defined as an adult male
and female with at least two pups that survive until the end
of the calendar year.
In 2013, WDFW documented three successful breeding
pairs in the Eastern Washington recovery region and two
pairs in the North Cascades recovery region. No wolf packs
or breeding pairs have been documented on the South
Cascades/Northwest Coast recovery region.
Meanwhile, the federal listing of gray wolves under
the Endangered Species Act is currently under review. In
June 2013, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service announced a
proposal to delist gray wolves nationwide. A decision is
expected by the end of 2014.
An overview of the 2013 wolf survey is posted on
WDFW’s website at http://wdfw.wa.gov/conservation/
gray_wolf/. A full report will be available on that site by
April 4, 2014.
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WSB at the Sportsmen’s Show
The Sportsmen’s Show in Puyallup in January was an
excellent opportunity for us to introduce other sportsmen
to WSB. We were able to double cover the WSB booth with
volunteers for all five days of the show.
We signed up many new members and sold lots of
merchandise - T-Shirts, hats and bottles. Our booth was
donated by the show sponsors.
A big THANK YOU to all our volunteers who made time to
ensure this effort was successful.

Website News

by Ron Chase

If you have had an opportunity to visit the
WSB website lately (www.wsbowhunters.
org), you have seen that we are in the
process of a major overhaul to the site.
The WSB website committee has been working hard to
complete an upgrade that will be implemented over the
next several months. Our goal – drastically improve the
club’s ability to effectively function to the full capacity of the
club’s mission – representing the interests of all bowhunters
across the state.
The website upgrades will increase our ability to:
communicate with membership, streamline the new and
renewing membership process, provide members access
to exclusive content, to publicize club priority actions and
other events, and a myriad of other benefits. Currently you
are able to buy or renew your membership through the site
and we encourage you to utilize this option.
This building process has not been without its growing
pains, we recognize that the current functions are not
nearly as smooth and accessible as we intend them to be.

Notes from the Editor
Just few words about the distribution of the
Newsletter and the transition to our website.
Going forward, there will be four issues
per year. The first issue in January will be
mailed to all members. The rest of the issues – April, July
and October - will be posted on the WSB website for all
members to view along with the January issue. For those
without electronic capabilities, if you contact me, we’ll
arrange to have a hard copy mailed to you.
To view the newsletters on line at the website, members
must first sign in and follow the prompts. Some archived
issues are presently available on line as well the current issue.
We encourage you to share your hunting stories and
accompanying photos with us. Regardless of how you view
success, whether it’s harvesting an animal or spending time
in the outdoors with family and friends, our readers love
to hear those stories. Even if you send your story in rough
form, we can edit it for our readers.
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Our intent is that over the next months the upgrades will be
fully implemented and communicated to our membership.
We are very happy to announce one of the upgrades
now available through the site - a new WSB forum board.
Through a joint effort between the WSB directors and life
member & owner of the popular Hunting-Washington.
com forum - Dale Denney, our members now have a place
to connect with other archers from across the state and talk
all issues archery. This forum gives a voice to WSB and our
membership that is heard by thousands of hunters across
the state and beyond.
The WSB forum can be viewed by visiting the site and
we encourage members to register for an account and join
in the Washington State Bowhunters board discussions.
Being such a large aggregating point for so many hunters
across the state, the forum brings many viewpoints, ideas,
and concerns to the table which we’d never have had access
to in the past. We are very excited to welcome huntingwashington.com to the WSB and look forward to this
beneficial partnership.

by David Hell
Success photos are a great addition to our newsletters.
Photos should show all due respect for the animal
harvested. Any photos sent may be used in our Gallery of
Success section of our website.
We also encourage you to share your opinions with
other WSB members by sending letters to the editor to
be published. Another way to share your opinion or
information is to post what you have to say on our website
forum or blog.
The WSB Newsletter has a long history of
communicating with other members of the bowhunting
community, whether it’s traditional or modern archery. We
rely on members’ participation to bring current issues to
light and to share your passion for the sport.
David Hell
WSB Editor
(206) 817-7721

Meet the New WSB Directors
David Hell

West Side Director

From an early age, I took an interest in archery. At age 6, I
remember seeing an arrow fly out of my longbow . . and
I was hooked. Over the years I’ve seen dramatic changes
in archery and bowhunting, and I’ve had an opportunity
to interact with many wonderful people in the archery world. My main
interest is big game hunting in North America with traditional archery
equipment. However, I embrace all forms of hunting in general and all the
rights that go along with that.
I’ve been a life member of WSB for many, many years. Early on I
volunteered to be the editor of the newsletter and continue in that capacity.
I recently retired from the business world and have now joined the WSB
Board as a Director supporting our organization in the ongoing mission
‘working to ensure the future of bowhunting.’

Gary Whitmarsh

East Side Director

I started bow hunting in 1972. I have hunted with my hunting partner Wayne since that time.
I was an active member of W.S.A.A. for over 10 years. Membership in the WSB is our voice to protect our rights
to bow hunt in the state of Washington. WSB is an opportunity to work with bow hunters across the state.

Wayne Boehm

At-Large Director

For you that don’t know me, I am pretty much an all-around outdoor type of guy. I hunt most big and
small game, fish for salmon and trout, and like to play a little golf.
Like most kids, I was introduced to hunting by my father. He
started me out around age 9. He taught me to respect the animals
that I was pursuing and to leave hunting grounds better than I found them.
Moving forward to 1973, I had a recurve bow put into my hands and started
the long quest of big game hunting with a bow and stick. Of course, I have also
evolved with technology and now hunt with two wheels.
I have always enjoyed meeting new people in the field that love this sport as
much as I do. My love and passion for this sport is why I wanted to get involved
with WSB. WSB is a non-profit organization that represents all bow hunters
and works on our behalf to improve and protect archery seasons in the State of
Washington. I felt that if I wanted to continue to hunt here, I better do my part to
help support this organization that has been looking out for me all these years.
I look forward to meeting and working with all of you to help protect
our hunting seasons and promise to represent WSB the best I can as one of
their directors.
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RENDEZVOUS 2014
Open to WSB Members and the General Public

July 18–20

Visit www.wsbowhunters.org
for more information
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Success Photos

Nate Harrigan
2013 Wilderness Hunt

Kirk Douglas
Blacktail
December 21, 2013

Washington bear
2013

David Hell
2013 Wilderness Hunt
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Perspectives on Animals, Nature and Hunting
by Jay Kinney

What can be said about hunting that hasn’t been said
before? Hunting is one of the hardest things even to think
about. Such a storm of conflicting emotions!
					
– Edward Abbey
Depending on who you ask, hunting is described as
an abomination, sport, recreation, tradition, biological
imperative or spiritual expression.
The antihunter condemn hunting on moral grounds.
Hunters will agree that killing and eating an animal
involves a moral choice. Whether you hire the work done
or do the deed yourself, have no doubt about it; that lump
of flesh on your plate was an animal with big eyes and a
beating heart. Your decision to eat it has implications far
greater than say, the decision to paint your house purple.
The morality of hunting gets all the attention, but what
about “choice?” How come, in a free democracy which
has made respect for diversity a fundamental creed, our
opponents presume to make this moral choice for us, to
tell us what we can eat?
I’ve put some of my favorite quotes about hunting on
this page. I hope you find them interesting.
I hunt to acknowledge my evolutionary roots, millennia
deep, as a predatory omnivore. To participate actively
in the bedrock workings of nature. For the atavistic
challenge of doing it well with an absolute minimum
of technological assistance. To learn the lessons, about
nature and myself that only hunting can teach. To accept
personal responsibilities for at least some of the deaths
that nourish my life. Because it provides the closest thing
I’ve known to a spiritual experience. Because I was born
with a hunter’s heart.
– David Peterson, Colorado naturalist and writer
		
For many, more and more of us, the out-of-doors is our true
ancestral estate. For a mere five thousand years we have
grubbed in the soil and laid brick upon brick to build cities;
but for a million years before that we lived the leisurely, free,
and adventurous life of hunters and gatherers, warriors and
tamers of horses. How can we pluck that deep root of feeling
from the racial consciousness? Impossible.
					
– Edward Abbey
So many things can end a deer’s existence. Not just
predation, but also starvation, malnutrition, liver flukes,
worms. Smaller things, a series of events that lead to a
gradual deterioration in the deer’s wellbeing – series of
mistakes, or harshnesses of nature, are generally what leads
to the end of the line. But it’s all part of a flow. I see that,
living up here in the mountains. I see it in the ways of deer,
and in the ways of the seasons, and I see it in us too. It’s
neither good nor bad; it just is.
– Rick Bass, The Hermit Story (Houghton Mifflin Co., 2002)
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Everyone who ever lived took the lives of other animals,
pulled plants, plucked fruit, and ate. Primary people
have had their own ways of trying to understand the
precept of nonharming. They knew that taking lives
required gratitude and care. There is no death that
is not somebody’s food, no life that is not somebody’s
death. Some would take this as a sign that the universe is
fundamentally flawed. This leads to disgust with self, with
humanity and with nature.
The shimmering food chain, the food web, is the scary,
beautiful condition of the biosphere. Subsistence people
live without excuses. The blood is on your own hands
as you divide the liver from the gallbladder. You have
watched the color fade on the glimmer of the trout. A
subsistence economy is a sacramental economy because
it has faced up to one of the critical problems of life and
death: the taking of life for food…
Other beings (the instructors from the old ways tell us)
do not mind being killed and eaten as food, but they
expect us to say please, and thank you , and they hate to
see themselves wasted . . . In their practice of killing and
eating with gentleness and thanks, the primary peoples are
our teachers.
Eating is a sacrament. The grace we say clears our hearts
and guides the children and welcomes the guest, all at the
same time. We look at the eggs, apples, and stew. They
are evidence of plentitude, excess, a great reproductive
exuberance. Millions of grains of grass seed that will not
become rice or flour, millions of codfish fry that will never
and must never, grow to maturity. Innumerable little
seeds are sacrifices to the food chain . . . And if we do eat
meat it is the life, the bounce , the swish, of a great alert
being with keen ears and lovely eyes, with foursquare feet
and a huge beating heart that we eat, let us not deceive
ourselves. We too will be offerings – we are all edible. And
if we are not devoured quickly, we are big enough (like the
old down trees) to provide a long slow meal to the smaller
critters. Whale carcasses that sink several miles deep in
the ocean feed organisms in the dark for fifteen years.
At our house we say a Buddhist grace –
We venerate the Three Treasures (teachers, the wild,
and friends)
And are thankful for this meal
The work of many people
And the sharing of other forms of life
Anyone can use a grace from their own tradition (and
really give it meaning) – or make up their own. Saying
some sort of grace is never inappropriate, and speeches
and announcements can be tacked onto it. It is a plain,
ordinary, old-fashioned little thing to do that connects us
with all our ancestors.
– Gary Snyder, The Practice of the Wild
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Support your right to hunt! Become a member of WSB

Washington State Bowhunters Membership Application
Name (please print) _ _____________________________________________________________________

Street ____________________________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip _________________________________________________________________________________
Phone (

)____________________________ Email Address____________________________________________
( ) check here for change of address/phone number

Bowhunter Defense Fund Contribution: $_____________

Membership Options
(

) WSB Life Membership..........................................$400.00

(

) WSB 3-Year Single Membership.............................$50.00

(

) WSB Family (Maximum) Yearly Membership.........$30.00

(

) WSB Single Membership........................................$25.00

Dealer Contribution........................................$75.00 Minimum
(

) I’d like to give a $25 gift membership to (please print):

Merchandise
(
(
(
(
(
(
(
(
(
(

) WSB Decal*.......................................................................$1.00
) WSB Patch*.......................................................................$4.00
) WSB Logo Travel Mug ......................................................$5.00
) WSB Logo Camo hat . .....................................................$15.00
) WSB Solid Navy T-Shirt (S,M,L,XL) ................................$12.00
) WSB Solid Navy T-Shirt (2XL) ........................................$14.00
) WSB Camo T-Shirt (S,M,L,XL) ........................................$13.00
) WSB Camo T-Shirt (2XL) ................................................$15.00
) Youth Camo T-Shirt (S,M,L,XL) ......................................$12.00
) WSB Cotton Twill Shirts (Special Order Only) ............... $30.00
* Free Shipping

Name______________________________________________________________________

SUBTOTAL: $___________________
Shipping & Handling add $5.00

Address____________________________________________________________________

TOTAL ENCLOSED: $___________________

City, State, Zip_______________________________________________________________
Phone

( ___________ )_____________________________________________________

E-mail Address_ _____________________________________________________________

New website!

Send Application and Order with check or money order to:
WSB c/o Kim Pignotti, Treasurer
12116 - 125th St. Ct. E
Puyallup, WA 98374

SUN CANYON

www.WSBowhunters.org
Huntfishnw.com
We are a brand new site with experienced outdoorsmen.
We are currently offering three Hunting Contests and
a Photo of the Month Contest. The members select all of the
winners. Feel free to share your stories and pictures with us.

Register today at www.Huntfishnw.com !

hellranch@comcast.net

CALL

206.817.7721
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TO:

Celebrating 25 Years of Archery Excellence

NEW LOCATION!

NEWLY EXPANDED PRO SHOP · 26 ARCHERY LANES
Full Service Pro Shop and Proud Bow Dealer of
HOYT, MARTIN, PARKER, PSE
• Target Archery and Bow Hunting
Equipment Sales and Service

• Yearly Memberships with 24/7 access
• League Nights

• 20 yard Indoor Archery Range
with 26 lanes

22313 70th Ave West
Mountlake Terrace, WA 98043
Professional
Coaching by:
Bob Hickey

425-672-8080
HOURS:

Tues–Fri: 12 Noon – 10 pm
Sat: Noon – 6 pm • Sun & Mon: Closed

www.nextsteparchery.com
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